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Fontmell Magna Parish Council Meeting

Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 14th July 2026 
Fontmell Magna Village Hall
6.30pm

In attendance: Cllr Hannah Lister (Chair), Cllr Katie Cooper, Cllr Steven Drew, Cllr Jeremy Long, Cllr Christine Scott, Clerk David Green and 16 members of the public


1. Apologies for absence

Cllr Powell, Cllr Jane Somper.

2. Declaration of interests

There were no declarations of interests received.

3. Approve the minutes of the PC meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 12th May 2026 were unanimously approved.

4. Matters arising from the minutes of 12th May 2026

There were no specific issues requiring attention. 

5. Chairmans update

The Chair reminded all Councillors to update their Register of Interests (ROI) via the new Dorset Council (ROI) system. It is to be noted that Councillors home addresses are no longer published.  

6. Unitary Councillor Report

Cllr Somper has submitted a written report which is available via the PC website. This includes an update concerning Dorset Council finances and Adult Social Care provision.  

Cllr Somper had also advised that speed enforcement measures in relation to the Temporary Traffic regulations arising from the Dinah’s Hollow closure would commence from 15th July 2026. Cllr Somper had also thanked Cllr Lister for her support  provided at meetings 

7. Collyers Brook update

Barbara Robbins provided an update with slides in relation to the Collyers Brook project. 

This will now require gabions to provide stability at the base of the new wall. It is unlikely that the Environment Agency would grant a permit without these being in place. These will be 500m deep rather than the 1 metre originally planned for in order to reduce costs. This measure will require parking on the grassed area being prevented. 

A slide was shown of cars parked on the grass. It is proposed that kerbside stones could be used to prevent this, though consideration will also be given to some signage or possibly posts with links. A bund will be necessary to protect the new wall whilst it is under construction and it will be necessary to use a pump and tanker to prevent ‘pollution’ from entering the brook. 

The overall cost of the project is likely to be higher than first envisaged; quotes are now awaited from two contractors experienced in working with water. The Parish Council will reconsider its potential contribution to the project when full costs are known. 

8. The Future of the Fontmell

The Chair noted that the Fontmell is closing at the end of August which is a matter of  concern to the village, it having been a thriving facility over the previous two years. It was agreed that this an important village asset and consideration should be given to any options that may save the pub from closure. 

The possibility of registering the Fontmell as an ‘Asset of Community Value’ was raised. This would require an application by the Parish Council. In practical terms though a Community Interest Company would need to be formed to potential buy or part-buy the freehold with investors from the community. The Plunkett Organisation and ‘The Pub is the Hub’ may be able to offer advice. It should be noted that the Village shop was saved because it agreed to offer other facilities, such as Post Office and small café. 

It was pointed out that the Village Hall is a ‘back-up’ resource in the event that the pub does actually close without a buyer, it has a license and could be used by arrangement
      
9. Public Session

A question was asked in relation to the possibility of Mill Street being made ‘one-way’ whilst the Dinah’s Hollow project is on-going. The Chair advised that this would not now be considered by Dorset Council. The issues along Mill Street are well understood. it is important that residents write directly to the Dinhas Hollow Team expressing their concerns. 

It was noted that there is a large pot hole developing on Mill Steet. The Chair advised that this should be reported to the Dinah’s Hollow Team. The Dinas Hollow Team have advised that necessary road repairs will be made at the end of the project. 

The issue of dogs using the brook in hot weather was raised. It was agreed that there was nothing that can be done to prevent this. 


10. Youth Shelter Project
The Parish Council agreed to issue a survey to residents concerning their ideas for a replacement to the Youth Shelter, before any firm plans are drawn up and before a request for funding can be made. 
11. Problem Tree Bedchester
The Parish Council has been alerted to an overgrown lime tree in Bedchester. Quotes have been received for pollarding work and it was agreed to appoint a contractor to carry out this work. 
12. Highway
Dinah’s Hollow closure/C13 diversionary measures
The Chair noted that unnecessary measures in many areas had reduced the average speed between Blandford & Shaftesbury to 35 mph; there were wholly unnecessary 20 mph limits in several villages, for example in Sutton Waldron. It is important 20 mph limits remain in place, such as in Fontmell Magna & Cann. 
13. Planning Review 

Cllr Drew presented the planning report. This included an update in relation to enforcement action being taken in connection with P/PAAC/2025/05525, a barn conversion to a dwelling, where a stop notice has been issued. 

Cllr Long agreed to take on the responsibility for reviewing tree applications. 

14. Finances

Retrospective Payments approved:

	Date
	To whom
	Description
	 Amount 

	05/05/2026
	Intuit 
	Mailchimp
	 £           11.56 

	11/05/2026
	Gallagher
	Insurance
	 £        874.49 

	11/05/2026
	FMVH
	Hall booking
	 £           50.00 

	11/05/2026
	DAPTC
	Subscription
	 £        395.20 

	12/05/2026
	Nicola Phillips
	Int Audit
	 £           70.00 

	12/05/2026
	We Are Chain
	Village website
	 £        180.00 

	13/05/2026
	FMVH
	Grant
	 £      2,323.00 

	18/05/2026
	Lloyds
	Service charge
	 £            4.25 

	18/05/2026
	David Green
	Expenses
	 £           41.40 

	26/05/2026
	Liam Dorran
	Grass cutting
	 £        100.00 

	28/05/2026
	David Green
	May 2026 pay
	 £        331.60 

	03/06/2026
	Liam Dorran
	Grass cutting
	 £        100.00 

	05/06/0226
	Intuit 
	Mailchimp
	 £           11.69 

	16/06/2026
	Lloyds
	Service charge
	 £            4.25 

	29/06/2026
	David Green
	May 2026 pay
	 £        331.60 



The Clerk confirmed the bank balances at 30th June 2026 :

	Current AC
	£5,020.65

	Deposit AC
	£11,690.18

	TOTAL 
	£16,710.83



 
15. Footpath issues 
      
Gil Darwell delivered an update: 

If you can get up early or in the evening the footpaths are all dry and navigable. I managed to walk most of them with my new volunteer Alex who has not only done some clearing but been a big support. Do try and use them and then they won’t become impossibly overgrown. 

There are  2 rebuilt stiles with dog hatches which unfortunately has very heavy wood lifts. . Many of the paths have been cleared by my volunteers although this a landowner responsibility. 

A big thankyou to Carla Smith who owns Springhead Farm and her footpath that runs alongside Fontmell House she keeps clear. She is the best most helpful landowner within the Parish. 

Sadly Landowners are very reluctant to put in the self-closing gates provided by the Council even though these can be freely provided. 

I sympathise with those who love walking but cannot get over some of these extremely awkward stiles. But one needs permission from the landowner and DCC. 

Cllr Scott noted that there is an issue with weeds growing out of the pavement near the church. It is proposed to form a working party to deal with these – any offers of assistance should be addressed to Cllr  Scott. 

16. Next meeting date 
      
This will be held on Tuesday 8th September 2026 at 6:30 pm in the Village Hall. There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.35 pm

David Green
Clerk
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