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Fontmell Magna Parish Council Meeting

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
which took place at The Village Hall, Fontmell Magna on:
Tuesday 12th  May 2026 at 6.30

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

In attendance: Cllr Hannah Lister (Chair), Cllr Katie Cooper, Cllr Steven Drew, Cllr Sara Powell, Cllr Jeremy Long, Cllr Christine Scott, Clerk David Green and 12 members of the public

1. Welcome and apologies
Chair Hannah Lister welcomed all to the meeting. Cllr Jane Somper sent her apologies 
1. Chairman’s Annual Report 2025 – 2026
The Chair delivered the Annual Report for 2025/2026:
Over the past year, the Parish Council has continued to work on behalf of the community to maintain and improve local facilities, safety, and the environment in which we live.
One of the most significant developments this year has been the support to purchase the surgery car park. The Council agreed to redirect Section 106 funding to help enable this project, which will greatly improve access and convenience for patients and visitors to the Village Hall. Huge thanks goes to Rosie-Anne for all her hard work in securing the funding needed and closing the deal.
In terms of community safety, we are pleased to report that a second defibrillator has been installed at the Village Hall, further strengthening emergency coverage in the parish. In addition, the existing defibrillator at the shop has been refurbished and formally registered, ensuring both units are up to date and fully operational. The parish now has 4 defibrillators.
The Council has continued to be involved in ongoing discussions regarding Collyer’s Brook, working with relevant partners to explore the most appropriate ways to support and manage this important local feature.
At Dinah’s Hollow, the Parish Council supported the implementation of the Temporary Traffic Regulation Order along the A350, including reduced speed limits through the village. We continue to monitor the situation closely and report any issues arising to the relevant committees and authorities.
Road safety remains a key priority. The Road Safety Group, alongside the Parish Council, continues to push for a permanent 20mph speed limit through the village. We are pleased to report that we have been successful in securing a speed survey from the Council, which we hope will help support our application going forward.
We are also pleased that long-standing manhole issues within the parish have now been resolved.
On planning matters, the Council has continued to carefully scrutinise applications, opposing those that are considered inappropriate or potentially damaging to the character of the village. This work has been supported by the Neighbourhood Plan, which remains a vital tool in guiding our responses, while we continue to support suitable and well-considered development where appropriate. Our thanks goes to Councillor Steve Drew for his hard work and dedication to the planning remit.
Footpath maintenance has also remained a focus. Gill Darwin has provided valuable ongoing support to the Parish Council, keeping us regularly updated on required improvements. She has liaised with landowners when necessary and helped engage community support to ensure paths are kept trimmed, safe, and accessible for all users.
In summary, the Parish Council remains committed to representing the interests of residents, improving local services, and protecting the character of our parish. We thank all volunteers, partners, and residents who have contributed to this work over the past year and I am sure you all join me in thanking our Parish Councillors for their commitment and work on behalf of the parish.
1. Reports from Parish Clubs, Societies and Groups

2. Community Speedwatch (Peter Mole)
The Speed watch team seek to contribute to road safety in the village by holding regular speed monitoring sessions on the A350 under the auspices of Dorset Police supporting the Parish council Road Safety Group.
The key event in the last year has been the introduction of a temporary 20 mph limit on the A350 while the C13 has been closed for the Dinah’s Hollow project.
We await the response of Dorset Council to our application for a 20mph limit across the village which was submitted 15 months ago after admirable extensive work by John and Mary Adlam and Hannah. Dealing with the application has been delayed while speed surveys are undertaken as part of lessons being learnt from the current temporary arrangements. 
It is worth noting that the arrangements for a temporary speed limit were implemented somewhat erratically. Early adherence to the speed limits became patchy after the promising first couple of months probably largely due to absence of enforcement by Dorset Police. At the time of writing speed limits are largely ignored.
Thanks should go to the volunteers who turn out for speed watch sessions and Andrew Davis who ensures the Speed Indicator Device is regularly moved from one site to the other.
New speed watch volunteers would be very welcome as we try and make our dangerous roads safer. Roadside sessions guarantee convivial and revealing topical conversation.
2. Village Hall (Rosie-Anne Yates)
The Village Hall has had a steady year, consolidating the processes and procedures now that we are a CIO, including sorting out the land registration and the purchase of the car park completed and registered. No mean feat for a group of volunteers.
With regard to income, we had to raise the cost of hiring the hall in order to meet the rising costs of electricity and increases to the minimum wage. I am pleased to report that this and the annual grant from the Parish Council has made a significant difference to covering the annual costs of running the hall and recreation area. We continue to have outside interest in our beautiful hall with party and wedding bookings and as I am sure you have seen a new venture of the Sauna and plunge pool making use of the hard standing in the overflow car park and the lovely views facing West.
However, we do still need to fund raise to cover the costs of repairs and capital expenditure for future projects such as the exterior redecoration of the doors and windows later this summer as well as projects such as line painting for the car parking spaces and outside lighting.
As some of you may have noticed the Youth Shelter is now out of bounds due to unsafe/rotten timbers on the floor and the need for the roof to be replaced. As this was provided by the Parish Council some years ago, we will be seeking a joint approach and agreement for a new replacement shelter. Any ideas or suggestions for funding, voluntary help etc would be very welcome
Fundraising:
We have worked hard to raise the extra money with very successful events as follows:
May- Fontmell Friendship Garden plant sale - raised £2103 split 50/50 with the Village Hall
December - Christmas Fayre - raised over a £1000 February- Quiz Night- raised £800
I would like to thank Sian and her green fingered friends for an amazing plant sale, Cath Allard and Lisa for a fantastic Christmas Fayre and finally Lisa, Sue Chippington and Katie Cooper for a very competitive Quiz Night.
Fund raising for the 2026/2027 years starts with a Quiz Night in May and September, afternoon Bingo in October and an auction of promises. We are also looking at running a 200 Club but would love to find a volunteer who would enjoy running the Club..
The final part and most important part of fund raising is the communication with the village and wider community. Yes, we keep you up to date with articles in the Gossip Tree and Facebook but where we are REALLY stuck is with the website. We need help with loading documents, event information and helping to make it more interactive. There must be someone out there who would find this SO easy that it wouldn't take very much time. If you can help at all please contact Lisa.
We have continued to run our popular Community Lunches and Pop up Cafe with a brilliant team of helpers and cooks. We thank you for supporting them and can assure you that we enjoy them as much as you do!
We have installed our own defibrillator with the generous help of the Parish Council. It is located on the outside wall to the right of the front door.
Fontmell Friendship Garden:
The Fontmell Friendship Garden remains a very important part of the village and without all the work Sian, her small team and Clayesmore School volunteers, we would not be so lucky to enjoy the flowers and tranquillity it provides. If anyone has some time to offer with watering, seed growing please do contact Sian.
Trustees:
· We have had a change around of Trustees this year as follows:
· Andrew Davis retired from Vice Chairman and Trustee before our AGM in July 2025
· Lisa retired as Secretary and Trustee. Sue Chippington has taken over the secretarial role of Secretary
· Sian has handed over the Bookings Manager role to Cath Allard but remains a Trustee for the Fontmell Friendship Garden
· Dick Stainer is retiring at our AGM as our Treasurer after 14+ years involvement with the Village Hall. He remains as a Trustee and becomes our President.
· Helen de Meyer has joined the Village Hall as a co-opted member of the committee and runs all the monthly maintenance checks for the grounds and hall as well as the fire alarm testing, reporting to Rosie-Anne Yates.
· Sarah Page has been employed as a professional bookkeeper reporting to Rosie-Anne Yates and Dick Stainer
· Katie Cooper has joined us as the Parish Council representative and is involved with Lisa on the fund raising
· Elle Wilson has taken on the oversight of the Health & Safety risk assessments and updates on a reactive basis overseen by Lisa
 The Future:
Trustees:   We do need more Trustees. We are endeavouring to make the roles more of an oversight therefore placing less work/time on the Trustees. If anyone would like to help the following roles need filling:
Maintenance:
We have a team in place that carries out all the checks and reports back. If work needs to be done, we have a good list of trades. It would require the Trustee to keep the log of what needs doing now and, in the future, contact the trade for a price, seeking approval of the expenditure then arranging for the caretaker to contact the trade for access.
2. Friendship Garden (Sian Highnam)
The garden has continued to flourish in 2025/ 2026 involving different members of our community who help to maintain the garden and ensure it always looks lovely.
In 2025/2026, we continued our projects and ensured we involved as many as possible.
MAY 2025 - Garden plant sale -We had an incredible plant sale where we sold hundreds of plants, cakes, bric a brac, willow, flowers and ran a raffle. Over £2000 was raised which was split between the garden and the village hall. 
JULY AND AUGUST 2025 - We ran six pop up cafes in the village hall for villagers – an opportunity to get together over a cuppa and cake and enjoy some blooms with money raised going towards the garden. 
SEPTEMBER 2025 - Macmillan Cancer Morning . This was our third year hosting the annual Macmillan Cancer coffee morning , started by Briony Long, a wonderful supporter of the garden and dear friend. We had a fabulous event, including help from so many villagers and year six from St Andrew’s Primary School. Nearly £1000 was raised this year for this wonderful charity.
OCTOBER 2025 - Hello Yellow Day
We joined with all the children from St Andrew’s School for our fourth Hello Yellow Day – a day which recognises and supports mental health in children. We planted yellow daffodils and crocus in the parking area behind the school. The children have now helped us plant around the village hall, around the pub and in their own car park. We will continue this project in 2026 with another planting venue.
DECEMBER 2025 -  CHRISTMAS FAIR 
We ran our first Christmas table, selling products all made by volunteers from the garden. It was a huge success, raising over £700 for the garden.
POTTER AND NATTER
The garden would not continue to look so well maintained without the help and support from villagers . We meet every Friday morning , joined by Clayesmore School volunteers during term time. In these sessions, we weed, tidy up, plant out and water. The volunteers and students are invaluable and we all owe them our grateful thanks.
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
We continue to work with villagers and students from St Andrew’s School, Fontmell Under Fives, Clayesmore Prep and Clayesmore senior school. 
Our grateful thanks to everyone involved in this wonderful project.
PLANS FOR 2026?
· May 2026
· May 13 th – our first pop up including a plant sale
· JULY – AUGUST 2026
· Pop up cafes fortnightly with wellness themes
· SEPTEMBER 2026- JUNE 2027
· Voluntary project involvement with Clayesmore prep and senior schools
· OCTOBER 2026
· Hello Yellow Day
· DECEMBER 2026
· Christmas Fair with produce from the garden.
MAINTENANCE PROJECTS
We will be using some of the money raised to replace the two wooden beds on the patio and the two wooden troughs at the entrance to the village hall.
We will continue to garden sustainably, considering the environmental impact and encouraging wildlife into the garden.
We want everyone to use the garden – please pick blooms when they are in flower and sit and enjoy the space.
Thank you to everyone who makes such a difference to the life of the garden – I am very grateful.
2. Fontmell Archives Society (Gary Mole) 
The FMVAS is made up of supporters and also active workshop members who meet on a monthly basis in the village hall.   One of whom writes a regular feature in the Gossip Tree to promote the Society containing snippets of information from our Archives that hopefully people will find interesting and which might encourage them to come and find out more about the Society.     
We have a website (which can be found on the Parish Council website) and are contacted through that from people researching their relatives’ history while living in the Parish, asking if we hold any additional information in our archives.  This research is an example of work we do at a workshop.
We welcome enquiries from anyone interested in joining our village society.
2. Fontmell Garden Club (Sue Chirpington)
The Garden Club continues to flourish with an active membership and programme of events throughout the year. The Committee had concerns that with the membership becoming increasingly  elderly, the numbers attending would start to decline. There have been a few members who have sadly left us, and some deciding not to renew, but the membership remains strong at 55. 
The Committee will continue to organise a programme of speakers for the coming year, quizzes and social evenings and continue to maintain links with Castle Gardens in Sherborne which provides us with benefits such as discounts at certain times of the year and free plug plants and bulbs for club competitions. 
Last August we opened up the Annual Garden Show to the whole village and whilst not many non-Garden Club members exhibited produce there was a good turn out to see the displays and to stay for tea and cake. We will promote the Garden Show village wide again this year.
3.5 Fontmell Friendship Group (Caroline Raymond)
The purpose of Fontmell Friends is to stage events during the autumn and
winter months which residents of the village will enjoy and where they
have the opportunity to meet old friends or make new ones. In addition to
this, where possible, to raise funds from events to donate to deserving
causes who are in need of support. For example in our village we have
donated money to our church, our village hall and the Gossip Tree and
nationally to organisations such as the Royal National Lifeboat Institution
and the Scientific Exploration Society. We are always grateful to hear
suggestions for future events, and indeed possible speakers, and offers of
help in staging these events are most welcome! Fontmell Friends will be
starting their third season this autumn and hope to welcome you then.

1. Any matters arising. 

A resident thanked the PC Chair for arranging for the installation of reflective verge markers along Mill Street which had reduced verge damage. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

1. Apologies for absence

             Cllr Somper.

2. Election of Chairman 2026- 2027 & signing of Declaration of Office Acceptance

Cllr Hannah Lister was proposed, seconded and duly elected to serve as Chair for the forthcoming year and signed the Acceptance of Office

3. Election of Vice Chairman 

Cllr Steve Drew was proposed seconded and duly elected to serve as Vice-chair for the forthcoming year

4. Declarations of interest and dispensations

None.

5.  Approve Certificate of Exemption, the Annual Governance statement, Accounting Statements and confirm no conflict of interest with BDO LLP

The Certificate of Exemption, Annual Governance, Accounting Statements were all approved and the PC confirmed that there was no conflict of interest with auditors BDO. 

6. Review and agreement of the standing orders & financial regulations 

It was agreed to adopted 2025 updated Standing Orders & Financial Regulations. 

7. Confirm adoption of Information Technology policy

The PC agreed to adopt an Information Technology policy forthwith  

8. Assignment of Councillor responsibilities

· Highways – Cllr Lister 
· Community Reach – Cllr Lister, Cllr Cooper
· Environmental Protection – Cllr Scott
· Social Infrastructure – Cllr Long
· Parish Communications – Cllr Powell
· Planning – Cllr Drew


PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

1. To receive apologies

Cllr Somper. 

1. Declarations of Interest and requests for dispensation

None. 

1. Approve the minutes of the PC meeting held on the 10th March 2026 & the Extraordinary meeting held on 14th April 2026

The minutes of these meetings were approved. 

1. Consider any matters arising from the March 2026 minutes



The Chair noted that the defibrillator at the Village Hall has been installed with the assistance of a grant of circa £1,300 from the Parish Council. 

The defibrillator at the telephone box is now registered in The Circuit and the expired pads have been replaced. 

1. Public Session

There were no further questions. 

1. Unitary Councillor update 

The Unitary Cllr was not present and there was no report. 

1. Collyers Brook update 

Barbara Robbins has advised that technical drawings from the structural engineers are awaited before a building quote can be obtained; updated drawings and quotes will be provided as soon as possible. The PC will consider the matter again at a later meeting. 

1. Highways update including Dinah’s Hollow & 20 mph – Cllr Lister 

20 mph scheme  - this scheme is on hold pending speed surveys, which it understood have taken place in the last few weeks. It is also believed that these surveys were conducted by the Dinah’s Hollow Team, and not DC Road Safety. The Chair will request an update from Dorset Council. 

Enforcement  - There has been a distinct lack of speed enforcement measures since the Dinah’s Hollow diversions and temporary limit reductions have been in place. It is understood that a visit will be made by Road Safety in order to evaluate the re-introduction of enforcement measures. 

1. Planning 

· Applications update – separate report
· New Applications – separate report

1. Finance update – Clerk

· Finance report 

The Clerk reported that the precept instalment and VAT repayment had been received and the current account balance stood at £ 4,849.69 and the deposit account balance at £ 16,680.25 at 30th April 2026. 

· Retrospective payments approval

	Date
	To whom
	Description
	 Amount 

	11/03/2026
	Life EducationWessex
	Donation
	 £       155.00 

	11/03/2026
	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Support fee
	 £       162.00 

	17/03/2026
	Lloyds Bank
	Bank Charges
	 £           4.25 

	26/03/2026
	AED Donate (defib)
	Defibrillator
	 £    1,768.80 

	30/03/2026
	David Green
	Mar 2026 pay
	 £       331.60 

	02/04/2026
	Liam Dorran
	Grass cutting
	 £         75.00 

	02/04/2026
	DAPTC
	Training
	 £         60.00 

	07/04/2026
	Intuit 
	Mailchimp 
	 £       11.89 

	10/04/2026
	Dorset Council
	Bin emptying
	 £        83.46 

	10/04/2026
	VISION ICT
	Website hosting 
	 £      232.34 

	10/04/2026
	HMRC
	PAYE 2025/2026
	 £      241.20 

	20/04/2026
	Lloyds
	Service charge
	 £           4.25 

	23/04/2026
	Sara Powell
	Mailchimp reim
	 £         11.83 

	27/04/2026
	Safelics
	Defib Pads
	 £       184.18 

	28/04/2026
	David Green
	April 2026 pay
	 £      331.60 




· Grant to FMVH approval 

The PC unanimously agreed to provide a grant of £ 2,323 to the Village Hall for 2026/2027. 

1. Footpaths – Gill Darwall

A resident reported an issue concerning a broken stile. 

1. Correspondence - noted


	DATE
	FROM
	DESCRIPTION

	18/03/2026
	John Adlem
	A350 and Mill Street

	20/03/2026
	Dorset Council SID Team
	Fontmell Magna SID Deployment

	23/03/2026
	SNTC
	Fw: What's Happening in Stur - Town Newsletter December and January

	23/03/2026
	Dinahs Hollow team
	Re: A350 and Mill Street

	30/03/2026
	Dinahs Hollow team
	Dinah's Hollow stakeholder update - March 2026

	01/04/2026
	Shaftesbury Car Link
	Shaftesbury Car Link - retirement notice

	20/04/2026
	Dorset Highways
	Fw: URGENT CLOSURE OF FONTMELL HILL TO HIGH STREET - LANE, ASHMORE

	20/04/2026
	Dorset Council
	Parish Council advert from the Environmental Enforcement Team at Dorset Council

	20/04/2026
	Cranborne Chase National Landscape
	News from Cranborne Chase National Landscape - April 2026

	24/04/2026
	Dinahs Hollow team
	April update

	24/04/2026
	Dorset CPRE 
	Dorset CPRE April 2026 Newsletter - book now for planning conference

	28/04/2026
	Dorset Highways
	PROPOSED TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF COMMON LANE, BEDCHESTER- 13th July 2026

	28/04/2026
	DAPTC
	Working Together Webinar: Age Friendly Dorset

	01/05/2026
	Dorset Police 
	Your NPT newsletter

	05/05/2026
	Barbara Robbins
	Collyers Brook update

	07/05/2026
	Yvonne Lester
	 Planning and Building Control: Tuesday 16 June 2026 




1. Any other business

An issue concerning a ‘welfare unit’ was reported. There was not a planning application in place but one will be needed if work commences. 

1. Date of next meeting: 6:30 pm 14th July 2026 at the Village Hall
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