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Overview of Dorset Council Activity
Nature & Environment 
Nearly 5,000 trees planted and new wildflower areas created, with over £9m invested in biodiversity. While positive, long-term success will depend on maintenance and whether these measures deliver lasting improvements for wildlife. A new 10-year Nature Recovery Strategy has also been launched. 
Cost of Living Support 
£494k secured to support households from National Government (this is not Dorset Council money) reliant on heating oil. This is welcome, but given the high number of rural homes affected, the funding may only go a limited way. 
Fly-tipping 
Enforcement has increased, with more fines and vehicles seized. However, it’s unclear whether this is reducing overall fly-tipping levels across Dorset and does not provide a burning answer as to why fly-tipping has increased.
Adult Social Care 
Care Dorset reports strong short-term results, with 92% of people not needing increased care after reablement support. While encouraging, this reflects a short monitoring period and doesn’t necessarily show longer-term outcomes, and important to note these figures are only from Care Dorset and do not reflect the other 70% of residents receiving care and support outside of Care Dorset.
Reading & Libraries 
Dorset is supporting the National Year of Reading with free events and activities to encourage reading, particularly among young people.  
Overall
While there are some positive initiatives, many of these updates rely on headline figures or early-stage work. The real test will be whether these translate into meaningful, long-term improvements for residents across Dorset.
Statement of Reasonable Expectations
A number of parish and town councils have recently been considering Dorset Council’s proposed Statement of Reasonable Expectations document, and concerns have been raised in discussions taking place across several parishes.
The document encourages parish and town councils to expand their role in local service delivery, community leadership and place management. However, the principles set out are quite broad and lack detail about how these proposals would work in practice.
There is concern that the document may signal a gradual transfer of certain non-statutory responsibilities from Dorset Council to town and parish councils. At present there is little clarity about how any new arrangements or structures – such as the suggested area boards – would operate, what authority they might have, or how they would be funded.
Another issue raised by several parishes is the potential financial impact on residents. If town and parish councils begin taking on services previously delivered by Dorset Council, the cost of those services would likely have to be funded through the local precept. Unlike council tax set by the principal authority, the parish precept is currently uncapped.
This raises concerns that residents could effectively end up paying twice: once through their Dorset Council council tax for services, and again through an increased parish or town council precept to maintain those same services locally.
There is also a possibility that, even where responsibilities are transferred to town or parish councils, the practical delivery of those services may still end up being contracted back to Dorset Council or other providers. Some parishes have questioned whether this could create an inefficient arrangement where costs are simply redistributed rather than genuinely reduced.
The document also promotes greater collaboration between Dorset Council and town and parish councils, including joint initiatives, shared services, and the potential transfer of assets or responsibilities where both parties agree. It further suggests that councillors and council officers, particularly clerks, may need additional training and development in order to take on expanded roles.
While partnership working between different tiers of local government is generally welcomed, many parish councils feel that much greater clarity is needed about responsibilities, governance and funding before any firm commitments can be considered.
Flooding
Many residents in my ward were affected by flooding this winter, and I know how difficult and distressing that has been for so many.
A series of free community drop-in events are being held across Dorset providing an opportunity to share your experiences, speak directly with the relevant organisations, and find out what support may be available.

These sessions will also provide practical advice on preparing for future flooding including flood warnings, creating a flood plan, and ways to better protect your home.
Events are running from 3pm-7pm at the following locations:
· ﻿﻿Tuesday 21 April - The Palm House, Weymouth
· ﻿﻿Thursday 23 April - Pimperne Village Hall, Blandford (OUR NEAREST HERE IN NORTH DORSET)
· ﻿﻿Thursday 14 May - Pamela Hambro Hall, Winterborne Stickland
· ﻿﻿Thursday 21 May - Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall
· Thursday 4 June - Stratton Village Hall, Dorchester

No need to register in advance, please do attend whichever is most convenient.
If you would like more information, you can email: floodwessex@environment-
agency.gov.uk
For any ward work, please contact me at CllrJane.Somper@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk.

